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It has been stated that "a classless society does not exist, for social 
classes appear even among the most primitive people."^ Through the efforts 
of social scientists, the basic fact of social class differentiation in 
American society has been established as a subject of investigation and in¬ 
terest. William Lloyd Warner in his book on social classes in America 
stated that status is a strong determinant in the formation of personality, 
2 
and that social class permeates every phase of the individual’s life. If 
this is so, then literature as a basic form of communication reflects the 
structure of the society from which it emerges. 
Warner illustrated how social class may be determined in literature 
3 
by an analysis which he did of the novel, Babbitt, by Sinclair Lewis. He 
applied a tool of measurement called the Index of Status Characteristics 
which consisted of four primary status indicators: house type, dwelling 
area, occupation, and income source. After breaking down each indicator 
into specific, descriptive terms, he converted the four indicators into 
rating scales which he applied to Lewis* novel. By doing this, he was able 
^Kingsley Davis, "Social Class," Collier’s Encyclopedia, XVII (195U), 
671. 
^William Lloyd Warner, Social Class in America: A Manual of Procedure 
for the Measurement of SociaT~~Status (New York: Harper and Brothers, I960), 
p. 21w 
^Ibid., pp. 231-Ul. 
1 
2 
to predict the probable social class of four men and their families. Al¬ 
though there are studies exploring the social backgrounds of adult and 
college age readers as correlated with what they read, a search through 
Library Literature1 did not reveal studies, similar to Warner's sample, 
which would be pertinent to this thesis. 
Purpose and Scope 
This study proposed to analyze the portrayal of social classes in a 
selected number of fiction titles designed for young people. The study was 
designed to determines (l) the degree to which aspects of social class dif¬ 
ferentiation were treated in young adult fiction3 (2) in what ways these 
aspects were manifested in the stories; and (3) whether or not the classes 
were treated in the literature in such a way that the reader is able to ob¬ 
tain a true picture of the nature of the social classes portrayed. 
The scope of this study was affected by the following limitations: (1) 
the total analysis was related solely to the contents of the books. Douglas 
Waples, in his book on reading effects, attached as much importance to the 
predispositions which readers bring to books as to what books bring to read- 
2 
ers. (2) The selection of titles for analysis was confined to those listed 
in bibliographies which had a subject classification for fiction under 
"family.” This limited the possibilities of selection since many good bib¬ 
liographies did not use this subject classification. 
^Library Literature (New York: H. W. Wilson Company, 1921), 6l. 
2 
Douglas Waples, Bernard Berelson, and Franklyn Bradshaw, What Reading 




Morris Ginsberg's definition of social class provided the framework 
on which this study depends. He stated that: 
Classes in modem societies may be described as groups of 
individuals who, through common descent, similarity of 
occupation, wealth, and education have come to a similar 
mode of life.... The primary determinants of social strati¬ 
fication are without doubt largely economic in character. 
Economic conditions determine an individual's occupation 
and this,in turn is generally a fair index of his mode of 
life.../ 
Although every class must evolve a standard of living necessary to 
meet basic needs such as food, shelter, and the like, a large component of 
the items necessary to a standard of living has symbolic significance related 
2 
to status. These items were identified in this study as social class sym¬ 
bols indicative of the upper, middle, and lower classes. 
Methodology 
Selected for investigation were those titles which were: (1) family 
stories listed in at least one bibliography for young people of both sexes, 
ages 13 to 19j (2) books published since World War Ij and (3) fiction reflec¬ 
ting life in the twentieth century American community. The sources which were 
3 
used for the selection of these titles were: Patterns of reading. Character 
Morris Ginsberg, "Social Class," Encyclopedia of the Social Sciences, 
ed. Edwin A. Seligman, VIII (1930), 537. 
Parsons Talcott, Essays in Sociological Theory (Glencoe, Illinois: 
Free Press, 1951:), p. 8ÏT! 
3 
Jean Carolyn Roos, Patterns in Reading: An Annotated Booklist for 
Young People (Chicago: American Library Association, 195>U). 
U 
1 2 
Formation Through Books, Reading Ladders for Human Relations, Standard 
•a ii 
Catalog for High School Libraries,•* Reader's Guide to Prose Fiction, and 
c 
A Basic Book Collection for High Schools. Each of these sources listed 
books under the subject of either family, family life, family circle, or 
some other variation of the word, family, which indicated that there was a 
family unit in each book basic to the plot. 
Warner's tool of investigation, the Index of Status Characteristics, 
was adapted for use in the study. Selected for analysis was every fifth 
title from the lists of family stories. This resulted in a total of 17 
titles. A rating sheet was devised against which each book could be checked 
for social class traits. The rating sheet consisted of a detailed break- 
down of four characteristics: income source, occupation, house type, and 
dwelling area. Each of these factors was broken down into seven descriptions. 
These descriptions rated numerically from one to seven, "1” rating very high 
in status, to "7" rating very low in status. The numerical total of these 
rating sheets was obtained for each book and the totals were converted into 
forms which indicated social class levels. 
Ï 
Character Formation Through Books; A Bibliography» Ccmp. Clara Kircher 
(Washington, D. C.: Catholic University of American Press, 193>U). 
2 
Margaret Heaton and Helen B. Lewis, Reading Ladders for Human Rela¬ 
tions (Washington, American Council on EducâtÏMÏ7T3>557T 
3 
Standard Catalog for High School Libraries (New York: Wilson and Ccan- 
pany, mtfl  
Elbert Lenrow, Reader's Guide to Prose Fiction (New York: D. Appleton- 
Century Co., 19i*0. 
A Basic Book Collection for High Schools (Chicago: American Library 
As s ociation, 1957). 
5 
The class level was determined only for each family head in each bookj 
all other members of the family living in the household were assigned the 
same social class level. When each book was analyzed by the use of rating 
scales consisting of the socio-economic traits mentioned, the findings were 
summarized. • 
Chapter I of this study consists of the introduction, purpose and 
scope, definitions, and methodology. Chapter II deals with the analysis 
of each book for social class traits. Chapter III presents the trend of 
social class portrayal based on an analysis of the books collectively. 
Finally, the significance of the findings are interpreted. 
CHAPTER II 
ANALYSIS OF BOCKS FOR EVIDENCES OF SOCIAL CLASS STRUCTURE 
Each of the 17 books included in this study were examined for the fol¬ 
lowing reasons: (l) to establish the head of the family, (2) to identify 
his occupation and income source, (3) to find descriptive information about 
the dwelling area and the house in which he lived. Those passages in each 
book which tended to reveal this information were carefully examined; how¬ 
ever, where this information was implied rather than stated in a concise 
form, some judgement was necessary. The next step was to evaluate the in¬ 
formation by assigning the correct numerical rating from the appropriate 
scale (see Appendix, pp. 36-UO). Tables were then devised to show the step 
by step method used to determine class level. 
Explanation of Evaluation Scales Used in the Study 
The evaluation scales consist of seven descriptive terms for each of 
the four status characteristics - income source, dwelling area, occupation, 
and house type. These scales are based on the job classifications listed 
in the Alphabetical Index of Occupations and Industries.^- The scale for 
rating income source ranges from numbers one through seven, with "1" indi¬ 
cating inherited wealth, "7" indicating public relief and non-respectable 
income. Similarly, the scale for house types ranges from one, used to 
indicate excellent houses, to seven which is used for very poor houses; 
and the scale used for dwelling areas assigns a rating of Ml" to the very 
■^Alba M. Edwards, Alphabetical Index of Occupations and Industries 
(Washington, D. C.: U. S. Government Printing Office, 1940). 
6 
7 
high, Gold coast, north shore type areas and the number "7" for very low, 
slum type areas. 
In determining class level, information had to be available for at least 
three of the status characteristics; where there were two or less, status 
could not be determined. In the Index of Status Characteristics, a numeri¬ 
cal method, numerical weights are assigned as follows: 
TABLE 1 
ASSIGNED WEIGHTS FOR SOCIAL CHARACTERISTICS 
Characteristics Weights 
Occupation  1* 
Source of income   3 
House type  2 
Dwelling area  1 
If information for only three characteristics was available, the pre¬ 
ceding table was modified as follows: 
TABLE 2 
WEIGHTS USED FOR SOCIAL CHARACTERISTICS, ONE 
CHARACTERISTIC MISSING 
Status Weight to be used if one characteristic 
Characteristics is not available 
Occupation Source of in- House type Dwelling 
missing come missing missing area missing 
Occupation tm 5 5 
Source of income $ - k k 
House type h h - 3 
Dwelling area 3 3 3 
8 
TABLE 3 
EXAMPLE OF THE APPLICATION OF WEIGHTS TO STATUS 
CHARACTERISTICS RATINGS 
Status 
Characteristics Rating Weight Product 
Occupation 1* h 16 
Source of income 5 3 15 
House type 6 2 12 
Dwelling area 5 1 5 
Weighted Total - - 1*8 
The final interpretation of social class level depends on the applica¬ 
tion of the weighted total to the following table: 
TABLE i; 
SOCIAL-CLASS EQUIVALENTS FOR INDEX OF STATUS CHARACTERISTICS 
Weighted Total of Status 
C haracteristics Predicted Social-Class Placement 
12 A 
13-17 A Upper Class 
18-22 A 
23-27 B 
28-32 B Upper-Middle Class 
33-37 B 
38-1*1 C 
h2-h6 C Lower-Middle Class 
1*7-51 C 
52-56 D 
57-61 D Upper-Lower Class 
62-66 D 




Treatment of Social Stratification in Seventeen Fiction Titles 
East River, by Sholera Asch^ 
This is a portrayal of life on the East Side of New York City in a 
poor, predominantly Jewish neighborhood. The story reveals the complica¬ 
tion of a Jewish-Catholic marriage, and gives a vivid picture of the dis¬ 
satisfaction of laborers with industry. Harry Greenstock, a painter of 
slaughterhouses who receives wages for his labor, lives with his family in 
the melting-pot neighborhood along the East River. The Jews, Irish, and 
Italians occupy the long row of three-story houses that line the streets. 
Through the open tenement windows drifts the constant clatter of truck 
wheels and of heavily shod horses on the cobblestones of the street. There 
is a steady retinue of meat wagons from slaughterhouses, milk and beer 
wagons, and all the sounds typical of commerce on the lower East Side. In¬ 
side the Jewish tenements are poorly furnished rooms whose walls, ceilings, 
? and floors sweat from the dampness and heat. 
As a laborer, Harry Greenstock belongs to number "5", the manual work¬ 
ers' category, on the occupation scale. His dwelling area and income source 
also belong to category "5"j his house type to number "6". These ratings 
are each near the bottom of the respective scales, thus giving Harry Green¬ 
stock the ultimate classification shown in the following table. 
3 
Dream Without End, by Grace Breckling 
A sister and brother, Linda and Dave, return home from the Armed Services 
Scholem Asch, East River (New York: G. P. Putnam's Sons, I9I4.6). 
2 
Ibid., pp. 5, ll±, 2k, U1-U3. 
3 




SOCIAL CLASS EVALUATION FOR FAMILY HEADS 
(HARRY GREENSTÛCK) 
Status 
Characteristics Rating Weight Product 
Occupation 5 k 20 
Source of Income 5 3 15 
House Type 6 2 12 
Dwelling Area 1 5 
Class Placement - 52 
Jpper-Lower Clas: 
to find that for them, the smug, middle-class satisfactions of their parents 
are no longer enough. This results in a breach in the family relations 
which lasts until the mother and father finally face themselves realisti¬ 
cally. Joyce and Cliff, the parents, are really financially secure: Cliff 
has done well for himself as a manufacturer of airplane parts and owns his 
plant. The family can even afford to hire a cleaning woman. ^ 
In Dream Without End, the occupation of the father, a manufacturer of 
airplane parts, rates "1" or "2", the greatest possibility being the number 
"1" rating. Cliff falls appropriately into the "proprietors and managers" 
category. As a result of his occupation, the likelihood is great that 
Cliff's income source rates "1" or "2"$ however, the class level in this 
book cannot be determined because of insufficient information. 
1Ibid., pp. 17-18, 3U-35. 
11 
Seventeenth Summer, by Maureen Daly 
This is the story of the first love of a teen-age girl. Seventeen 
year old Angie Morrow meets Jack Duluth who for an entire summer is some¬ 
one special for her. Against the background of a devoted family Angie ex¬ 
plores a new relationship and has a wonderful summer, with some heartache 
thrown in, before she leaves for college. 
Their house is located on the outskirts of town; in fact, the Morrows' 
house is second from the last one on the street. Beyond, there is real 
country with a gravel road, and undeveloped real estate covered with weeds 
and low, scraggly bushes. Mr. Morrow is a traveling salesman and his sal¬ 
ary is sufficient to maintain a neat home. There are trees and a lawn sur¬ 
rounding the two-story house with its walkway and driveway. The inside is 
kept nicely, too, with the clean, well-swept kitchen linoleum and the fresh 
2 
cream-colored dining room. 
TABLE 6 
SOCIAL CLASS EVALUATION FOR FAMILY HEADS 
(MR. MORROW) 
Status Characteristics Rating Weight Product 
Occupation 2 k 8 
Source of income k 3 12 
House type k 2 8 
Dwelling area h 1 U 
Class Placement - - 32 
Upper-Middle Class 
■^Maureen Daly, Seventeenth Summer (New York: Dodd, Mead & Co., 19U2). 
^Ibid., pp. 16, 25, 57, 8U, HO. 
12 
Mr. Morrow, Angie's father, is a traveling salesman, a white-collar 
position which is traditionally a salaried one. Mr. Morrow rates "2" for 
occupation, and "i|." for source of income, dwelling area, and house type, 
respectively. 
Mama's Bank Account, by Kathryn Forbes^- 
Mama knows that the most important thing to young children is a feel¬ 
ing of security and being loved. That is why the three children do not 
know that the bank account to which Mama always refers is nonexistent. No 
matter how lean times are, they know that Mama's bank account stands between 
them and complete disaster. This is the story of how a mother, by her 
thoughtfulness and foresight, rears her children to be intelligent, inde¬ 
pendent adults. 
The father is a carpenter whose wages sometimes barely cover the family 
needs. But when, at Mama's insistence, they move into the two-story house, 
they find it makes a good boarding house with its eleven, high-ceilinged 
roams, two long halls, a huge kitchen and enclosed back porch. In addition, 
the house is simply furnished: the backyard, however, is dull and depress- 
2 
ing. Still, Mama thinks San Francisco is the best place to live. 
Papa, as a carpenter and wage-earner, has a rating of for occupa¬ 
tion, income source, and house type respectively. The following table shows 
the social class placement of the father. 
- 
Kathryn Forbes, Mama's Bank Account (New York: Harcourt, Brace and 
World, Inc., 19U3). 
2Ibid.. pp. 5, Ul, 63-65. 
13 
TABLE 7 
SOCIAL CLASS EVALUATION FOR FAMILY HEADS 
("PAPA") 
Status Characteristics Rating Weight Product 
Occupation 5 h 20 
Source of income 5 3 15 
House type 5 2 10 
Dwelling area 5 1 5 
Class Placement - - 50 
Lower-Middle Clas. 
1 
The Home Place, by Fred Gipson 
Sam Crockett, a devoted, nostalgic father, his grandfather, and his 
three sons return to the old homestead in the Texas hill country where he 
feels that his motherless sons would be happier in the countiy of his youth. 
The family returns to the old homestead only to find acres and acres of 
bleak, worn-out hill land, over-grazed pasture and fields that are badly 
eroded. The old brownstone house sits on the side of the hill where a 
creek passes. Fran a distance one can see the trees and surrounding hills, 
but at close range one is also aware of the sandy yard and wrecked front 
2 
gate that belongs to the home of the farmer. 
Sam Crockett, self-employed farmer of a very large tract of land, rates 
Fred Gipson, The Home Place (New York: Harper & Bros., cl950). 
2 
Ibid., pp. U, 5. 
"2" for occupation and "3" for income. However, the very poor condition 
of his house and dwelling area rates "7" and "6" respectively. His final 
class status is shown in the following table. 
TABLE 8 
SOCIAL CIASS EVALUATION FOR FAMILY HEADS 
(SAM CROCKETT) 
Status Characteristics Rating Weight Product 
Occupation 2 U 8 
Source of income 3 3 9 
House type 7 2 1U 
Dwelling area 6 1 6 
Class Placement - mm 37 
Jpper-Middle Class 
Fair Adventure, by Elizabeth Gray 
This is the story of the teen-age daughter of a small town college pro¬ 
fessor in the South who is able to temper her ambitions with patience and 
understanding. Aspiring for a scholarship to a northern college, Van Weimar 
Serena Page McNeil attends special classes to prepare for her college boards 
Failing to get the scholarship, she takes part in family activities and de¬ 
cides to enter the local college. 
The class level in this book cannot be determined because of insuffi¬ 
cient information. Almost no information is available that describes the 
Elizabeth Gray, Fair Adventure (New Yorks Viking Press, 19l|0). 
15 
house type or dwelling area; however, occupation rates "l" and income source 
rates "2". 
Not Without Laughter, by Langston Hughes1 
A struggling Negro family in Kansas learns to live with being black 
without all the members losing their dreams of a better world. Aunt Hager 
provides the moving force in the family and after her death, her influence 
remains. 
Of the four status characteristics - two, house type and dwelling area, 
are not adequately described for an evaluation. Therefore, class level in 
this book cannot be determined because of insufficient information. 
2 
Chinatown Family, by Lin Yutang 
A Chinese family makes its new home in the United States and begins its 
adjustment to the new, strange western world. This is a story about what 
happens when East meets West in the West. 
The head of the family, a laundry man, settles his family in an anti¬ 
quated, three-story, gray house between two red-brick, four-story buildings 
in New York City on a corner near Third Avenue. A stairway from the pave¬ 
ment leads up to a dark hallway and through a door opened by buzz control. 
The family's quarters are on the top floor and consist of three rooms and 
a very spacious kitchen overlooking a yard. Nearby are a print shop, a pet 
shop, and a comer bar. The rest of the buildings are neat, clean-looking 
five and six story, gray and red brick houses. Only thirty feet away on the 
- - 
Langston Hughes, Not Without Laughter (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 
1941). 
2 
Lin Yutang, Chinatown Family (New York: John Day Co., 1948). 
16 
Avenue loom the dark steel trusses and bars of the elevated railroad with 
its lurching trains.1 
In this book, the father's occupation, income source, and house type 
rate "5" respectively. Due to the presence of businesses and the elevated 
railroad, the dwelling area rates a "5", also. The following table shows 
the class status placement of the father. 
TABLE 9 
SOCIAL CLASS EVALUATION FOE FAMILY HEADS 
(FATHER) 
Status Characteristics Rating Weight Product 
Occupation 5 h 20 
Source of income 5 3 15 
House type 5 2 10 
Dwelling area 5 1 5 
Class Placement - 5o 
Lower-Middle Class 
Big Doc's Girl, by Mary Medearis 
This is the story of a doctor and his family who live in Arkansas, his 
struggle to prevent mosquitoes, his relationship to the people in the "back 
country" and his daughter's choice of a career. The doctor lives in a big, 
square house with a weary, rain-grayed look about it. It stands bare on 
_ 
Ibid., pp. 12, 17-22. 
2 
Mary Medearis, Big Doc's Girl (Philadelphia: J. 3. Lippincott Co., 
cl9U2). 
17 
a wooden slope near a dirt road. There is a green extension porch but no 
fence or gate. This house is on the edge of town; in fact, it is the divid¬ 
ing line between the town and the country.^ 
The doctor, because of his profession, rates "1" for his occupation. 
The house, in dubious condition but still respectable, rates and the 
dwelling area rates "1;". The following table illustrates the evaluation 
(see also Appendix, pp. 36-UO). 
TABLE 10 
SOCIAL CLASS EVALUATION FOR FAMILY HEADS 
(DOCTOR) 
Status Characteristics Rating Weight Product 
Occupation 1 5 
Source of income - - - 
House type h 20 
Dwelling area h 3 12 
Class Placement - - 37 
Upper-Middle Class 
2 
My Friend Flicka, by Mary O'Hara 
This is a story of a family living on a ranch near Cheyenne, Wyoming. 
The younger of the two sons is a dreamer who yearns for a colt and finally 
gets one. There are lots of ranchers in the neighborhood. When one looks, 
1Ibid., pp. 7-9, 13* 
2 
Mary O'Hara, My Friend Flicka (Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott Co., 
cl9Ul)• 
18 
one can see among other things, cottonwood trees, a hill, a meadow, a stable, 
stream, and a corral with yellow Guernsey cows. The rambling stone ranch 
house with its red, snug-huddled roof and long, grass-covered terrace belong 
to the farmer. There is a living room, kitchen, study, et cetera.^ 
The farmer rates "2” for occupation, "3" for income source, "1;" for 
house type, and "5" for dwelling area. The following table shows his class 
status as a result of the numerical assignments to his status characteris¬ 
tics. 
TABLE 11 
SOCIAL CLASS EVALUATION FOR FAMILY HEADS 
(FATHER) 
Status Characteristics Rating Weight Product 
Occupation 2 h 8 
Source of income 3 3 9 
House type b 2 8 
Dwelling area 1 3 
Class Placement - - 30 
Upper-Middle Class 
2 
The Human Comedy, by William Saroyan 
A fourteen year old boy, Homer, lives in Ithaca, Colorado with his 
mother, sister and brother, and works as a night-time messenger in the 
Ibid., pp. 7-189. 
^William Saroyan, The Human Comedy (New York: Harcourt, Brace and 
World, Inc., 19U3). 
19 
telegraph office. As such, Homer sees human comedy and tragedy as it 
clicks over the wire and especially when it finally involves his older broth¬ 
er, Marcus, who is in the army. 
Class level in this book cannot be determined because of insufficient 
information. 
2 
Pray, Love, Remember, by Mary Stolz 
Pretty, teen-age Dody is determined to escape boredom in her hometown. 
Upper class tastes and manners are unable to satisfy her ambition for a 
fuller, more meaningful life, but a friend, Simon Roth, helps her to find 
new love and understanding. 
TABLE 12 
SOCIAL CLASS EVALUATION FOR FAMILY HEADS 
(DODY’S FATHER) 
Status Characteristics Rating Weight Product 
Occupation 7 5 35 
Source of income - - - 
House type k 20 
Dwelling area 6 3 18 
Class Placement - - 73 
Lower-Lower Class 
Ibid., p. 6. 
2 
Mary Stolz, Pray, Love, Remember (New York: Harper and Brothers, 
19$k). 
20 
Dody lives in a small-town where on her street are located a lot of 
graceless, mean-looking, sloppily tended houses on narrow lots. The house 
in which she lives is gaudy and overcrowded. Her father is a laborer and 
they live simply. 
Dody's father rates "7" for occupation, "5" for house type, and "6" 
for dwelling area. The total computation places him in the lower half of 
the lower class. 
Alice Adams, by Boothe Tarkington^ 
Alice Adams is a pretty, young girl who aspires to take her place in 
proper society. Her mother shares her dreams and urges her own husband, a 
clerk, to "better" himself. Ambitious as they are, Alice receives enough 
rebuffs from the upper class to end her fancy dreams and make her settle 
for a more prosaic existence. 
The members of the Adams family are city dwellers who live in soft- 
coal country. Their residence is a small frame house that is fifteen years 
old. There is a brick wall and there are maple trees but the compact frame 
house is not of solid construction. It is in poor condition and in need 
of repair; the floor is uneven, and the furniture nothing but a conglomera¬ 
tion of odds and ends. But then, Mr. Adams is only a clerk in a pharmaceuti- 
2 
cal concern. 
Mr. Adams rates "!*" for occupation, "U" for income source, "6" for 
house type, and "5" for dwelling area. The final computation places Mr. 
Adams in the lower-middle class. 
Boothe Tarkington, Alice Adams (New York: Doubleday & Co., 1921). 
2 
Ibid., pp. 5-6, 31-35. 
21 
TABLE 13 
SOCIAL CUSS EVALUATION FOR FAMILY HEADS 
(MR. ADAMS) 
Status Characteristics Rating Weight Product 
Occupation b b 16 
Source of income b 3 12 
House type 6 2 12 
Dwelling area 1 5 
Class Placement - - bS 
Lower-Middle Class 
Winter Wheat, by Mildred Walker"*- 
Ellen Webb describes life on the ranch where she and her parents live; 
her New England-bred father and her Russian peasant mother are all her life 
until she goes away to college and meets Gilbert. After Gilbert visits her 
home, he loses his desire to marry her and Ellen is suddenly ashamed of her 
home. Only after Gilbert is out of her life completely is she able to re¬ 
capture her love of home. 
If one approaches the house he can see a grain elevator, gasoline 
station, and a railroad track. Her father's house surrounded by a wheat 
field and trees is off the main road in the coulee. It is an unpainted 
house, box-shaped, and hearby are a barn and shed. One can see the lights 
through the uncurtained windows. 
Mildred Walker, Winter Wheat (New York: Harcourt, Brace and World, 
Inc., 19UU)• 
22 
Ellen's parents keep a gaudy calendar on the wall in the kitchen, a 
plush tied and dyed scarf on the table. There is an imitation leather daven¬ 
port, too. There are times when Ellen is overawed by the ugliness of the 
housej it is an ugly house with a narrow porch but it belongs to a poor 
farmer, her father.^- 
Ellen Webb's father rates "2" as a farmer who owns a large wheat farmj 
the condition of his house, however, rates "7" and the dwelling area "5" 
(see the scales in the Appendix, pp. 36-I4.O). The social placement for Mr. 
Webb is upper-lower class. 
TABLE m 
SOCIAL CLASS EVALUATION FOR FAMILY HEALS 
(MR. WEBB) 
Status Characteristics Rating Weight Product 
Occupation 2 5 10 
Source of income - - - 
House type 7 h 28 
Dwelling area 5 3 15 
Class Placement - - 53 
Upper-Lower Class 
2 
Meet the Malones, by Lenora Weber 
A sixteen year old girl, Beany Malone, is the heroine of this story of 
a motherless family. Beany has all the problems, cares, and joy of a typical 
1Ibid., pp. 6U, 69, 75, 83, 89. 
Lenora Weber, Meet the Malones (New York: Thomas Y. Crowell Co., 19U3)* 
23 
teen-ager who is very much a part of her family. 
The Malones have rich neighbors; one lives in an imposing red-brick 
house with immaculate white trimming. The Malones live in a big, gray- 
stone house that has a stone garage and a winding driveway. The house is 
in good condition because Mr. Malone, a newspaperman (editor), is able to 
maintain his family in comfortable quarters.^" 
Mr. Malone, as a newspaper editor, rates ,,2" for occupation, "3" for 
house type, and "2" for dwelling area. The following table shows the social 
placement of Mr. Malone: 
TABLE 1^ 
SOCIAL CLASS EVALUATION FOR FAMILY HEADS 
(MR. MALONE) 
Status Characteristics Rating Weight Product 
Occupation 2 5 10 
Source of income - - - 
House type 3 k 12 
Dwelling area 2 3 6 
Class Placement - - 28 
Upper-Middle Class 
2 
Cress Delahanty, by Jessamyn West 
Cress grows from 12 to 16 years of age in a series of typical adoles¬ 
cent experiences, many humorous, much to the confusion of her loving parents 
^Ibid., pp. 15, 17. 
2 
Jessamyn West, Cress Delahanty (New York: Harcourt, Brace & World, 
Inc., cl9U5). 
2h 
who are sometimes at a loss as to what to do about her. 
Because only the occupation was identified, the class level in this 
book cannot be determined due to insufficient information. 
1 
Linda's Homecoming, by Phyllis Whitney 
This is the story of a teen-age girl's difficult adjustment to her 
mother's second marriage. Cherished memories of her own father prevent 
Linda from accepting a new father and his ready-made family. Her good 
sense and growing maturity finally bring about an acceptance of reality. 
TABLE 16 
SOCIAL CLASS EVALUATION FOR FAMILY HEADS 
(STEPFATHER) 
Status Characteristics Rating Weight Product 
Occupation 2 10 
Source of income - - - 
House type 6 h 20 
Dwelling area h 3 12 
Class Placement - - U6 
Lower-Middle Class 
Linda is furious about her mother's marriage to a museum curator in a 
small town. When she arrives to live with her mother and the new family, 
she is directed to a rambling, old white house set well back on a quiet 
‘'’Phyllis Whitney, Linda's Homecoming (New York: David McKay Co., cl9!?0). 
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side street. The house, with a porch, is not as big as some of its rambling 
neighbors. Also, the lawn looks trampled and the flower beds are weedy and 
neglected. Inside, Linda notices that the carpet is worn, not too clean, 
and the same can be said of the runner in the upper hall.'*’ 
Linda's stepfather, a museum curator, rates "2" for occupation, "6" 
for house type, and "U" for the dwelling area which certainly was nearly 
average in appearance. The table places the family head in the lower- middle 
class. 
Ibid., pp. 11, 53, 58. 
CHAPTER III 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
In this chapter a detailed analysis of the collective findings is pre¬ 
sented to demonstrate the extent to which social class traits are present 
in the 17 titles. The findings are then presented to reveal: (1) the de¬ 
gree of treatment of social class differentiation; (2) the ways this treat¬ 
ment is manifested in the stories; (3) whether the treatment enables the 
reader to gain a true picture of the social classes portrayed. 
TABLE 17 

















Asch mm 52 
Breckling 0 - - - - 
Daly - 32 - - - 
Forbes - - 50 - - 
Gipson - 37 - - - 
Gray 0 - - - - 
Hughes 0 - - - - 
Lin Yutang - - 50 - - 
Medearis - 37 - - mm 
O'Hara - 30 - - - 
Saroyan 0 - - - - 
Stolz - - - - 73 
Tarkington - - U5 - - 
Walker — - - 53 - 
Weber - 28 - - am 
West 0 - - - - 
Whitney - - hS - - 
Total 5 5 h 2 1 17 
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First of all, it is found that of the 17 titles that have been analyzed, 
no social class level is apparent in five of them. Also, none of the books 
represent members of the upper class to any appreciable degree; but five of 
the books show definite characteristics of the upper-middle class. Four of 
the principal families in four books belong to the lower-middle class stra¬ 
tum. Of the families in the remaining three books, two represent the upper- 
lower class and one represents the lower-lower class. The preceding table 
illustrates this distribution among the books. 
The numbers in the preceding table are the totals designating the class 
level found for the principal family head in each book analyzed in Chapter 
II. Table 23 summarizes the distribution of class levels in the books col¬ 
lectively. 
TABLE 18 
TOTAL NUMBER OF FAMILIES AT EACH CLASS LEVEL 
Class Level Families 
Indeterminate .  £ 
Upper Class  0 
Upper-Middle Class  5 
Lower-Middle Class  J+ 
Upper-Lower Class  2 
Lower-Lower Class  1 
Total 17 
Numbers 1-7 in the following table represent the seven categories of 
occupation (see Appendix, pp. 36-ItO). The authors' names are arranged in 








minate 1 2 3 h 5 6 7 

















Total 1 k 6 l 3 - 2 
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In one book the occupation of the family head cannot be determined, 
but in four books each family head can be classified as a professional worker 
with a rating of "1." The rating refers to dentists, lawyers, doctors, en¬ 
gineers, et cetera. Six books each contain family heads who are classified 
as professional persons with a rating of "2," a category composed of high 
school teachers, newspaper editors, librarians, et cetera» No families are 
rated in categories "3” and "6.” One family falls in category wU,n a cate¬ 
gory consisting of clerical workers; two families are placed in category 
"7." This category consists of unskilled laborers. The following table 
further summarizes the distribution of family heads according to their occu¬ 
pations (see scale in Appendix, pp. 36—i|.0). 
TABLE 20 
NUMBER OF FAMILY HEADS AT EACH RATING LEVEL ACCORDING 
TO OCCUPATION (SUMMARY) 
Rating No. of Families 
1  k 
2  6 
3  0 
U  1 
5   3 
6  0 
7  2 
Indeterminate   1 
Total Families 17 
No families apparently occupy houses that are in excellent or even 
very good condition. One house can be classified as merely in good condition, 
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one house is in average condition and four houses are in fair condition. 
Three families live in houses in poor condition and two families live in 
very poor houses. The largest number of books, six, does not give enough 








































Table 22 summarizes the distribution of families living in each of 
the seven house types 
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TABLE 22 








6  3 
7  2 
Indeterminate $ 
Total 17 
In seven of the books, the source of income cannot be determined. Four 
family heads receive wages as a result of skilled and unskilled occupations. 
Three family heads are in occupations which produce profits for them, and 
three other family providers are salaried. None of the families possess 
inherited or earned wealth. Table 23 reveals the income source distribution 
among the 17 books. 
TABLE 23 

















TABLE 23 - Continued 
TABLE 21} 
DISTRIBUTION OF INCOME SOURCE RATINGS 
AMONG FAMILY HEADS (SUMMARY) 




3  3 
h  3 
5   U 
6  
7  - 










































DISTRIBUTION OF DWELLING AREA RATINGS AMONG 








6  h 
7 - 




The foregoing tables, collectively, indicated^some very interesting 
results. Out of a total of 17 books, five or almost one-third of the samp¬ 
ling did not show sufficient evidence to place the families in any social 
class. No families with upper class traits were present; the highest class 
level reflected was the upper-middle class which was represented in four 
books. One book contained a family in the lower-lower class level. Thus, 
to summarize, the picture showed that the upper class and the lower-lower 
class, two extreme levels, were almost unrepresented. The heaviest concen¬ 
tration was actually distributed between three class levels; upper-middle, 
lower-middle, and upper-lower classes. These three levels were reflected 
among ten of the books; all others, except one, could not be determined. 
In investigating for clues of occupation, income source, house-type, 
and dwelling area, a thorough search showed that, for the most part, des¬ 
criptive passages of any length were not present. This required pulling 
out pertinent phrases and words which were often scattered widely through¬ 
out the book. For the reader, this means that social classes are not strong¬ 
ly apparent at first but can emerge slowly as the reading progresses. But 
also, it would appear that the authors were less consciously interested in 
establishing the class levels of their main characters than in telling their 
stories. Social classes or their traits, appeared as inadvertent additions 
that cropped up when the authors attempted to establish the story's setting. 
In such cases, the author dealt with the setting as little as possible and 
concentrated on the action in the story. 
The casual and scattered information concerning class levels as deter¬ 
mined by our criteria, would not be consciously noted by the reader. Alice 
Adams and East River are two exceptions because the theme in each book is 
35 
closely related to the class level of the main characters. On the whole, 
any impressions received by the readers would be drawn mostly from the 
treatment of the middle and upper-lower classes. Thus, excluding the upper 
class minority, many readers would be able to identify with the stories to 
some degree. 
APPENDIX 
SCALE FOR RATING INCOME 
Rating Source of Income 
1  Inherited wealth 
2   . Earned wealth 
3    Profits and fees 
k  Salary 
5  Wages 
6   Private relief 
7  Public relief and non¬ 
respectable income 
SCALE FOR RATING HOUSE TYPES 
Rating House Types 
1  Excellent houses 
2  Very good houses 
3  Good houses 
U Average houses 
5  Fair houses 
6  Poor houses 
7   Very poor houses 
36 
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SCALE FOR RATING DWELLING AREA 
Status Characteristics 
and Rating Dwelling Area 
1  Very high; Gold Coast, North 
Shore, et cetera. 
2   High; the better suburbs and 
apartment house areas, houses 
with spacious yards, et cetera. 
3   Above average; areas all resi¬ 
dential, larger than average 
space around houses; apartment 
area in good condition, et 
cetera» 
U  ... Average; residential neighbor¬ 
hoods, no deterioration in the 
area. 
5    Below average; area not quite 
holding its own, beginning to 
deteriorate, business entering, 
et cetera. 
6   Low; considerably deteriorated, 
run down and semi-slum. 
















2 Accountants, sales¬ 
men of real estate, 





3 Auto salesmen, 
bank clerks, cash¬ 
iers, postal 
clerks, secretar¬ 
ies to executives 
supervisors of 
railroads, tele¬ 
phone, etc., jus¬ 




rural mail clerk, 
railroad ticket 
agents, sales 
people in dry- 













































OCCUPATIONS - Continued 















& truck driv¬ 







7 Heavy labor, 
migrants, odd 








OCCUPATIONS - Continued 




1 Lawyers, doctors, dentists 
engineers, judges, high 
school superintendents, 
veterinarians, ministers 











cial & indus¬ 
trial enter¬ 
prises 
2 High school teachers, 
trained nurses, chirop¬ 
odist, chiropractors, 
undertakers, ministers 








officers & dept 
managers of 
large business¬ 
es, ass'ts. to 
executives, etc 
3 Social workers, grade 
school teachers, optom¬ 
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